
UNLOCKING BIBLICAL 
GEOGRAPHY



WHAT’S SO IMPORTANT ABOUT 
GEOGRAPHY?

• In General: As a Christian “in the world”
• We speak to one another most naturally 

geographically and so did the Bible writers.

• God did not remove that from the inspiration 
process, which means God speaks geographically.

• Specifically: As a Christian reading about the 
Middle East



WHAT’S SO IMPORTANT ABOUT 
GEOGRAPHY?

• If we honor the fact that the Bible has the very 
thoughts of God then everything we have in the 
Bible is worthy of our attention and 
consideration…and there is geography in the 
Bible.



WHAT’S SO IMPORTANT ABOUT 
GEOGRAPHY?

• We normally/naturally skip over language we don’t 
understand or is unfamiliar.

• Matt 4:13

• Jesus left Nazareth and went to Capernaum.



THE PROBLEM IS THAT WE HAVE “DISABLED 
GEOGRAPHICAL SENSITIVITY”

• Disconnection from the natural world comes with 
a price.

• Disconnection from our own geography disables 
our sensitivity to the geographical world of the 
Bible.
• We spend far less time outdoors than the Biblical 

authors.



THE PROBLEM IS THAT WE HAVE “DISABLED 
GEOGRAPHICAL SENSITIVITY”

• Outdoor experiences - in the natural world, 
everything is different.

• Indoors – everything has a mortal connection…all 
made by man.

• Outdoors – we see the wonder of God’s creation, 
beauty, artistry, wisdom, power.



THE SOLUTION: RENEWED 
GEOGRAPHICAL SENSITIVITY

• The Uniqueness of the Bible:

• “Among the sacred writings of the world…it makes 
frequent mention of geography.”

• Religious literature contemporary to the Bible is 
about pagan deities and their made up world.  The 
Bible is about God and this world.



THE SOLUTION: RENEWED 
GEOGRAPHICAL SENSITIVITY

• Redemption has a geography to it.
• Historical Geography

• How geography shaped events, culture, and the worldview of a 
region. (How does place impact event?)

• Literary Geography (Geography is part of the communication 
process)
• How geography mentioned in the Bible shapes the reader.

• Teaching via landscape (how did the Biblical authors use geography in 
order to shape me as their reader?)



TEACHING VIA LANDSCAPE

• Example of DC trip.

• Deut 6:6-7 “teach these things to your children as 
you walk along the road.”

• Monuments and Landmarks
• Well, memorial marker, tomb, etc.



WHAT IF I DON’T PAY ATTENTION?

• Isn’t geography just trivia and therefore trivial?

• The “trivia” is gone from the communication 
event.



THE RISK OF SKIPPING OVER THE 
GEOGRAPHICAL DETAILS.

• Fail to consider the way geography contributes to 
the meaning of a message.

• Treat geography as incidental “trivia” vs. “integral 
data” that shapes the meaning of the text.

• Verbal Plenary Inspiration



THE RISK OF SKIPPING OVER THE 
GEOGRAPHICAL DETAILS.

• To ignore them is to pay a price.

• They are part of the communication but we miss 
that part of it and we in turn miss out on the 
depth of what God is communicating.

• Example Matt 4:13



MATTHEW 4:13

• Jesus left Nazareth and moved to Capernaum

• On the bible page, these don’t seem far apart.

• On the map of the Bible they look alike.

• But the places were so incredibly different.

• Nazareth 
• Small and Inward Looking

• Observant Jewish community that uses their geography to create isolation for themselves from 
the Greco-roman World.

• Capernaum 
• Large and outward Looking.

• Capernaum uses their geography to connect to the world.  A town of Jews, gentiles, international 
travelers, happening place. 

• Jesus’ ministry 2x2x3 miles (spread like wildfire most before Pentecost)



HOW TO PREVENT SKIPPING

• Notice the Bible’s mention of geography.

• Learn about that geography and its impact

• Ask how the geographic details shape the message of the 
passage.

• It takes discipline.  More than maps and place names.  
Topography, rainfall, climate, etc.

• Why would the biblical author include that detail when so many 
others are left out?



START BUILDING A MENTAL MAP OF THE 
BIBLE

• Cultivate familiarity with the places of the Bible.
• The first readers knew.  They had a mental map.  Jericho, Dead Sea, 

Bethlehem.

• Learn about distinctive connotations
• A place can recall events and solicit emotions.  How we feel?  

Gettysburg, Normandy, Berlin Wall,  Vacation spot (smells)

• Remember forgotten connections.
• History can change how we think of a place.  

• World Trade Center



CHANGES

• Once you start looking for this…

• “I never knew there was so much geography in the Bible.”

• “I’ll never read the Bible in the same way again.”

• Even familiar passages will change for us.



DAVID AND GOLIATH (1 SAM 1:17)

• Story from memory

• The place: ElahValley

• Distinctive Connotations

• Forgotten Connections



Azekah

Judah’s Hill Country

Coastal Plain (Philistia)

Israelites





BETHLEHEM

• The Place: Bethlehem

• Distinctive Connotations: 

• Very rich in positive connotations

• Forgotten Connections



• The connotations of Bethlehem bring us back to Ruth and 
Naomi

• They had been in Moab, lost their husbands and now back in 
Bethlehem.  - They found Bethlehem to be a solution site 
through Boaz.  (And Ruth a Moabitess)  Line of David

• The village that provided a solution for a family became the 
solution for a nation.

• Micah 5:2 – Solution for the world.











8 REASONS TO STUDY

• Lets you connect with bible characters

• Geography is the stage upon which bible drama takes place

• Provides historic accuracy to thee people who live in the land

• Context and background underscore accurate interpretations

• The value of relationships between the biblical people.

• Real people living in real places…really

• Allows us to participate in the biblical drama

• The Bible is replete with geography


