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Theme

Wisdom for living A collection of wise sayings (Instructional Poetry) to 

impart wisdom and skill for living. They highlight practical 

wisdom, discernment, self-discipline, and moral courage. 

These wise sayings come in short, pithy maxims.

This book is sensous, dramatic poetry expressing the love 

of a man and woman. It has been interpreted in different 

ways (1) Allegory of Christ and the church (2) King 

Solomon and his Shulammite bride (3) Relationship of 

simple shepherd and Shulamite shepherdess (4) A three-

character relationship involving Solomon, a shephercd 

boy, and the Shulammite shepherdess, etc.

Solomon uses his vast wealth and resources to try to find 

the meaning of life through industry, pleasure, wealth, 

wisdom, and poweer, and finds all of these pursuits empty 

and unsatisfying.  He concludes (Instructional poetry) that 

there is only one thing that can satisfy and that is to "fear 

God and keep His commandments".

Futility of Temporal 

Pursuits

Book of Love

Suffering and the 

Sovereignty of God
Job is a wealthy and godly man whom God allows to be 

attacked by Satan and suffers profoundly. He loses his 

health, wealth, and children. This book is dramatic poetry 

that largely follows a debate between Job and his three 

friends over why Job is suffering. The book ends by God 

declaring His sovereignty, majesty, and power. Job's 

questions are never answered but he learns submission 

and God restores him.

The word Psalms means to pluck a string and became 

synonymous with "praise" (Lyric Poetry). The 150 psalms 

are divided into 5 books. The psalms are used as a book 

of prayer and praise in public worship. The primary genres 

of the Psalms are Lament, Praise, Wisdom, Thanksgiving, 

Hymn, Trust, Royal. David wrote over half.

Praise in Public 

Worship


