
Timeline of the Jerusalem Temple(s)

Year

700 B.C.

835 B.C. Joash Judah

Ptolemies rule over Judea after death of Alexander in 323 B.C.  Jews were given civil liberties.

Attempted to introduce Greek Pantheon into temple in 

an attempt to "Helenise" the Jews. Jews rebelled and 

were crushed but no further attempts were made.

SeleucidAntichus III200 B.C.

Nebuchadnezzar II Neo-Babylonian

516 B.C. Temple Completed

Narrowly avoided destruction when Jews refused to 

acknowledge the deification of Alexander.  Alexander 

was placated at the last minute by astute diplomacy and 

flattery.

MacedoniaAlexander the Great332 B.C.

Darius I     

Zerubbabel 

(dedicated temple)

Persian

PersianCyrus538 B.C.

Jerusalem/Temple fell after 30-month siege marking the 

end of the 1st Temple

70-years of Exile

Cyrus issues decree to reebuild temple. 4 Edicts by 3 

kings (1) Cyrus 536 (2) Darius I of Persia 519 (3) 

Artaxerxes I of Persia 457 (4) Artaxerxes again in 444

586 B.C.

Sennacherib attacks Judah during reign of Hezekiah. 

Hezekiah first tries to placate with Sennacherib and says 

"I have done wrong" and Hezekiah gave him all the 

silver found in the temple and in the treasuries of the 

king's house and stripped the gold from the doors of the 

temple and from the doorposts. Precious stones, ivery-

inlaid furniture, elephant hides and tusks, wood, his 

daughters, his harem, his musicians.  Not enough!  God 

delivers against 185,000

AssyriaSennacherib

Jerusalem and Temple sacked by Shishak (Sheshenq I) 

Pharaoh of Egypt.  He attacked with 60,000 horseman, 

1200 chariots, and supported by Libyans, Kushites, and 

Sukkiim. [2 Chron 12:3]

930 B.C.+ Shishak
Egypt (united) 

Israel (divided)

Reconstruction Completed after a few previous false 

starts.

957 B.C. Solomon Israel

Event

Temple is completed in the United Kingdom

Key Person Empire
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54 B.C.

Gives permission for temple to be rebuilt but evorts 

destroyed by Galileean earthquake of 363…no further 

attempts made.

RomanJulian362 A.D.

Herod renogvates and expands the temple.  Becomes 

known as "Herod's Temple".
20 B.C. Herod the Great Roman

Romans destroy Jerusalem and 2nd Temple following a 

brutal five-month siege.
Roman70 A.D. Titus

63 B.C.
Pompey (General 

and Statesman) 
Roman

Pompey entered and desecrated the Holy of Holies but 

left the temple intact.

Marcus Crassus Roman Looted the temple treasury

A Jewish priest (Mattathias) was ordered to do 

Helenistic sacrifice and killed the Greek official who gave 

the order.  Mattathias and his five sons led a revolt and 

won their freedom (Judah Maccabee) Hanukkah 

Celebrates this.  Temple is rededicated under Judah 

Maccabee.

164 B.C.
Judah "The 

Hammer" Maccabee
Seleucid

Tries to "Helenise" Jews like his father. Jews rebelled 

and Antiochus outlowed the Sabbath and circumcision 

and then erected a statue of Zeus in the temple and 

Hellenistic priests began sacrificing pigs. 

Seleucid
Antiochus IV 

Epiphaes
186 B.C.

Attempted to introduce Greek Pantheon into temple in 

an attempt to "Helenise" the Jews. Jews rebelled and 

were crushed but no further attempts were made.

SeleucidAntichus III200 B.C.
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