Discussion Guide
Romans 10:14-21

Opening Prayer

Guided Prayer: Pray asking for the Holy Spirit’s guidance in understanding and applying the
truths discussed.

Recap
Recap of Romans 10:14-21

Romans 10:14-21 explores the necessity of preaching the Gospel for faith to arise in the hearts
of hearers and addresses the sobering reality of Israel's rejection of the Gospel despite its clear
proclamation. Paul emphasizes the sequential connection between calling on the Lord for
salvation, believing in Him, hearing the Gospel, and the preaching of the Gospel. He underscores
the essential role of "sent" messengers in this process, referencing Isaiah to affirm the beauty of
those who bring good news. Despite the clarity and reach of the Gospel message, as likened to
the natural revelation of God's existence, Israel's rejection is attributed not to a lack of
knowledge but to disobedience and obstinacy, fulfilling Isaiah’s prophecy about God extending
His hands to a disobedient people.

Understanding the Text

1. Sequential Connection of Faith and Hearing: How does Paul describe the sequence
that leads to salvation in verses 14-15?

2. Role of Preachers: Why is the role of those who preach the Gospel so crucial according
to Paul?

3. Israel’s Rejection: What reasons does Paul give for Israel’s rejection of the Gospel?

4. Prophecy and Fulfillment: How do the quotations from Isaiah serve to explain the
responses to the Gospel message?

5. Nature's Witnhess: What is the significance of Paul’s analogy between the Gospel's
proclamation and nature’s testimony about God?

Practical Application

1. Engaging in Evangelism: Reflecting on the necessity of preaching for hearing and
believing, what steps can you take to be more involved in sharing the Gospel?

2. Responding to Rejection: How should we respond when our efforts to share the Gospel
are met with indifference or rejection?

3. Valuing Gospel Messengers: In what ways can we support and honor those who are
sent to preach the Gospel, both locally and globally?

4. Hearing and Faith: How can we ensure that we are not only hearers of the Word but
also doers, actively responding to the Gospel in faith?

5. Prayer for the Unreached: How can we more effectively pray for those who have yet to
hear the Gospel or have rejected it?

6. Learning from Israel's Example: What lessons can we learn from Israel’s rejection of
the Gospel?



God Has More to Say

Romans 10:14-21 delves into the necessity of preaching for faith to arise, Israel's refusal to
believe despite hearing the message, and the sovereignty of God in salvation. Paul discusses
how faith comes from hearing the word about Christ and reflects on why some, particularly
Israel, have not believed. Here are related biblical passages that illuminate these themes:

1.

Isaiah 52:7: Quoted in Romans 10:15, this verse from Isaiah speaks about the beauty of
the feet of those who bring good news, proclaiming peace and salvation. It underscores
the importance of proclaiming God's salvation.

. Isaiah 53:1: Paul quotes this in Romans 10:16 to highlight Israel's unbelief, asking, "Who

has believed our message?" This connects to the theme of disbelief among God's people,
despite the prophets' declarations.

. Psalm 19:4: Referenced in Romans 10:18, it talks about the universal proclamation of

God's glory through creation. Paul uses it to argue that the message of the gospel has
gone out to all the earth, implying that lack of hearing cannot be an excuse for unbelief.

Deuteronomy 32:21: Quoted in Romans 10:19, God speaks of making His people
jealous by a "non-nation" and angry by a "foolish nation," foreshadowing the inclusion of
Gentiles into God's plan of salvation and the provocation of Israel to jealousy.

. Isaiah 65:1-2: Quoted in Romans 10:20-21, where God says He was found by those not

seeking Him and was made manifest to those not asking for Him, contrasting with His
outstretched hands to a disobedient and contrary people, referring to Israel.

. Matthew 28:19-20: The Great Commission, where Jesus instructs His disciples to go and

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them and teaching them to observe all that He has
commanded. This underscores the necessity and command of preaching for faith to arise.

. Acts 28:28: Paul declares that the salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles, and

they will listen, contrasting the Jewish rejection of the gospel with Gentile acceptance, a
theme Paul also touches on in Romans 10.

John 12:37-40: John notes that despite Jesus' many signs, people still did not believe in
Him, fulfilling Isaiah's prophecy about their blindness and hardness of heart, which Paul
also reflects on in discussing Israel's unbelief.

. Romans 1:16: Paul declares the gospel to be the power of God for salvation to everyone

who believes, first to the Jew and then to the Greek, emphasizing the universal scope of
the gospel message.

10.Acts 13:46-48: Paul and Barnabas turn to the Gentiles after facing rejection from the

Jewish audience, reflecting the theme of God's message being received by those outside
of Israel, in line with Romans 10's discussion of Israel's rejection and Gentile inclusion.

Prayer - End with prayer, focusing on specific requests related to the sermon's themes, personal
struggles, and applications.



